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tance at this session, not even participating in the
great debate on the loan bill j but, by the manner
in which these two speeches were referred to ana
quoted in Congress for many days after they were
delivered, we can perceive the depth of their first
impression. I have dwelt upon them at length
because they are not in the collected edition of
his speeches, where they well deserve a place,
and, still more, because they are the first exam-
ples of his parliamentary eloquence which show
his characteristic qualities and the action of his
mind. Mr. Webster was a man of slow growth,
not reaching his highest point until he was nearly
fifty years of age, but these two speeches mark an
advanced stage in his progress. The only fresh
point that he made was when he declared that the
embargo was colonial in spirit; and this thought
proceeded from the vital principle of Mr. Webster's
public life, his intense love for nationality and
union, which grew with his growth and strength-
ened with his strength. In other respects, these
speeches presented simply the arguments and opin-
ions of his party. They fell upon the ear of Con-
gress and the country with a new and ringing
sound becaiise they were stated so finely and with
such simplicity. Certainly one of them, and prob-
ably both, were delivered without any immediate
preparation, but they really had the preparation of
years, and were the utterance of thoughts which had
been garnered up by long meditation. He wisely